Elements for a report card: one institution's experience moving from theory to trial.
The emerging computerized patient record, the movement toward a unified nursing language, and increasing accountability to the public for clinical outcomes are converging forces that require a coherent plan if nursing is to evaluate outcomes. The article describes a nursing service and school of nursing's approach and beginning experiences in identifying concepts and indicators that are useful to clinicians. These concepts and indicators have the potential to be embedded in a concurrent information system that would feed a data repository used retrospectively by clinicians and researchers. The article also discusses results to date and lessons learned.